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Difficult Daughters: A Quest foy
Women’s Identity

Nirmala S Padmavat

An author to win the Commonwealth Writers Award, Manju Kapur

has gained a position for herself through her fictions. She received

this award for her debut novel Difficult Daughters. The novel is about

love, motherhood, tracing onc’s identity and cducation of women.

The novel speaks about the implications of education when women

learn to think for themselves and start to question the cssential values

of society. It’s the theme of encountering between the stress of

correctness and tradition.The novel presents the predicaments of

three generation of women and the incidents in the princip!ed, upper

middle-class Punjabi Lalaji family during the years of the Thirties and /
Forties.

Manju Kapur’s Difficult Daughters deals with the craving struggle
of women to establish ap identity. It’s about three genemrions O,I
women who are caught by the conflictual forces of the societal 107"
and torn apart by oppositional structures in life. The protagonist *
caught between the perplexity of family duty and private “CE":
Nonetheless she provides preference to the latter and amidst imcnsz\‘;
phy.si.cal and emotional turmoil, exercises her seleciion tat CT"f”:I;
additional emotiona] rift between herself et al. The novel focuséni'
the struggle of an informed young lady of upper-middie-class ,i_si /
the norms of a family that cherishes previous values of orgail

> 7 b e
wedding. It’s so the search of the protagonist for autonorpl')

et
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ughters £

d. [ndia’s history of freedom and therefore the protagonist’
e for freedom and identity run parallel to every alternative S
i novel Kapur deals with the lives of women, who attcn.) t
identity for themselves during the period when Indri)a

r historical catastrophe,

table and undergoing a majo
ree generations—Kasturi the

tagonist, and Ida, the

create an

Jitically uns
(ition of 1947. The story is of th

[ virmati, Virmati who is the main pro
f Virmati. In the words of Sharma: “The novel illustrates

i’s) {ransition from the restrictions of family structure to
g life of freedom and choice” (Sharma, 2012: 21).Virmati belongs to
) conservative punjabi family who 11ves in metropolis before
d settles in Amritsar after Independence- From the

jndependence an
(ribly starting she has been named during an ancient patricentric
alls of the house- The

indian socicty thal confined girl 10 the four W
head of the family, Virmati’s gmndi‘ulhcr, is progressive enough 1
his outlook to sUppose {hat basic education is important for women.
However, he too agrecs wit 1] norms that teaching ought
(0 be illegal for women. Being the aldest kid of the ever pregnant
Kasturi, Virmati should take carc of ten younger sibling$s and her life
is vexed duc to the pressure of family respO bilities. She should
play the role of a second mother for her brothers and sisters, do th‘e
foremost oppressive of e daily chore '
commonly abused bY her no appare
oets cven the little 10V6; care an
that she expects, naturally, as 8 child.All't ‘
admonished by her mother.who grumblest a ,“I.am tired 01 ™ "y
and sowing ... What is all (S > 1o Amrtsat SO
= pad- temperet

nonsense:

: are b
tempered because you Were busy and tired, bere OU ¢ st like the
b;:cause you are idle” (Kapus =77 VS or?:(’/
plan of wedding and childbearing in rea! g ersuades her to g¢!
i€ over. She doesn’t hear her mother “;hOap ¢ thinks that 1t'S
Ma . . un akd,

larpied. Galvanized by her cousil; 12K from @ wife. She Jongs 10

P9lential for a woman t0 be one thing 3P ;
d freedorﬂ- Indcrjﬁﬁt: an cstabhsh‘ed

Wn 5 -
her own house identity a8
] i Ged 1o

neis 0822 it I .
.~ 1ove ¥ e with 18

(he par
mother ©
Jaughter ©
her (Virmal

hthe sOCIt

Howe
owever, at seventeen S

it n in het !
ARt 1°eemn e a te aﬂ” hCI 9 ho cal e
~1J

{
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oard of trustees of Aryy Sabh,
s enticed by a regular payment of two hundreg
and cvery onc alternative feminine Memberg
rofessor’s family. It really

Pg father who was On b

his fricn ‘
College, Amritsar. Hel |
and thirty rupees. Virmall .
of her family develop intimacy with the p
starls with the exchange of food.

His constant pleading of intense love makes the m"z_itt’er SO worse for
her that she even decides to end her life by drowning herself in the
canal but is fortunately rescued by the servants. When she attempts
suicide and is rescued, the family members doubt, “Was this all her
cducation had taught her? To put herself before others and damn the
rest?’(79) They lock her within the warehouse throughout day time,
Indumati, her younger sister, is married off (o Inderjit once Virmati
denied to get married to him. With the assistance of Paro, her sister,
Virmati and the professor exchange love lelters. She never addresses
him dircctly, and closes her letter with the alphabet V. The professor
uscs the words “Precious love”, “Viru”, “love”, “Viru sweet heart,””Vir
darling”, 1o address her and closes the letter with “H”. Virmati
“‘@CIEOCS the agony and humiliation of falling in love with a married
gz;son and once unsuccessful atlempts in committing suicide she
foIk]s Clsol(l)cﬁ];?i;l] :Cni qfril{oxv her own 'pursuits. Sh'e c~onvinces her
degree. She rebils aﬂ]d(insljn a college.m metropolis for her B.E(.L
f sts on her right to teaching. She doesn’t
‘)mld to the age-o]( traditions of Arya-Samai ' - issi
'S granted by her father, Virmat; d Iya-Samaj family. Once permission
he BT ourse, desite ot proteny g et 0T SO
1S complelely discontent with h pr(()lteSl by her MOHIER, Sasii o
consider yoyr duty (o y cr aught?r and says, “If you cannol
Placed you o eapg, lopun?;lat ]eSSt consider yourself, . . God has
10 Lahore g puts her ip 5 1]101;:] S’QZ) Kasturi accompanies Virmai
- YImatr’s denial to marry Inderjeet ’

1o wWhop
! S]]C Was ¢
Kothar: are 5 €0gaged to
y , fev -
Al Opines, ¢als her rebellions nature. Reen?

Marriaee R
and ] al Aryva i v
A radicy| rebe] v the r:SamaJ Fﬂmily in postponiﬂg her /4 :
Sueeced i gq kes chLrson he was engaged to cugﬁ?‘ﬁé‘.’ﬂ? »,
@iy B =4 , oUCp {1 ' ‘,:,‘.,2,“:.;“‘
L Profe r he ¥ Teader lo ass hat she Wieln 540040 : x
I‘Se]f_ 1—10‘1\' ume t]anﬁ‘j{'a.{\g{w : i'{t(b“ &
WS |
Rl |
i

Cver, her involve
n {1 1In - L Lne 1]
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" a0 nes that Vinmatlis d rebel and praises her for

quma” B.ﬂ,c and daring 48 she remarks:

i -5 rU\ ¢ .

5 i predictsan

AN . individual, who o Idy
be g cebello! ' A ould go on b carve sut

\firmau - nersell and make d persona) exemplary feministstatement. | fer
jche r0l suffering for the sake of her love, and marriage o Profeseor
Jho is alrcady married o Ganga and has child, point

oic " )
2 l'iSl Chﬂndm’ v " . , :
o a celf who 18 (enacious and assertive. (Bala, 152)

O\Vﬂf

1 oung docile Jady however Harish is matured,
(o follow his whims as he’s the Jord within thé
i al society- She falls dotty with him and to allow Jegitimacy
Jriare “she sirives for wedding with him inspite of her family’s
posiion an‘d, within t'hc mcthoq, becomes “the b‘lack s'hcc?p of }he

o (104). Love brings happiness for him but it robs Virmati of Q@

all peace of mind that she carlier has. Whereas the Jady
fices shame and life sﬁgmalisuL the man prclcnds as if nothing has
appened. ghye looks upto him as her ideal, whereas Harish egotistically

erned with Tus 0Wn desires and cravings.He keeps causing an
hould do through Jetters

s conc
however never
and proposc wedding. On't

i cou
rat €@
Vi g and absolve

sventory of all that she 8
he one hand

pother to face Vipmati's folks
l.u: lFa\rcs her alone to face humiliation and on the other, he keeps
istigating her to revolt against her family. He writes 10 her:

o you know how an carthworm lives? It inhibits an extremely Jimited
ing murdercrs towards

Z‘;‘gii\-’;gg{!jtﬁlls:xlcd people are Ii}:_c that. We are bel :

wiila lr(ﬁ.plnv“;;]d(:ii’?.m Lit\'ﬁhfp our intelect. /\r’]y part of us that is not used

it o C';ch & )L AH was through your desire to Jearn that wewere first
: wer. (94) ﬁ

iterature, the nice '

f civilized living,

man’s liberation.

him it’s clear

uf any

By .
\‘)c;::r”?(i?\c,glg \_Ziﬂhali {0 the canons of English L
Harig), SUCce;;m-lons’ a”d therefore the nugncas 0
¢ meeting ]Sm pro"ldlng‘h?r a false feeling of wo
0 her hy “:h um and ?btalnlng no suggestions from
OMmestic Situ; couldn’t depend upon the professor 1 sort

ion. It was up to her” (63)-

r and follows

he g
Oesn’ :
Sorders 0’ retaliate, nor does she feel any rancot
/ - :
1 Jempe ery little realising his stingines* It's not her education or
. isitive about, it’s rather his

Mpera
ame A
/"8 for her nt that the person 15 inqul ‘ : :
- and the actual fact that 10T @ Jong s Virmati doesn’t
’t be absolved to g0 after
rather than @ seat of

¢ t]]e
er Protect;
€ tion of her home, he wouldn
yous

hicipar oISt :
F 0 serve as their rendez

PRV

PE,‘ £ P 'b

nulan izhavidvalaya
b R

SELif
st Parshani
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learning. He continued on the qui§t Te-]af:i?ﬂf}}llpjjo%ﬁiher m:ih he;
\~'i5itin£Lallore fairly ofien. \’.ll‘maf'l; who is ﬁ}?}} ‘:\j‘ ;l ‘O.Hﬁﬂ§h, for
hislox;: of freedom and ‘dividuality, gradua \a Pie:} ter feﬂtlgv, L
liberate herself from family pressures, she bél.-méi z;uqe“ucanon i
the sole means, but Jater however fa.”S prey [Cl "?ills- snare. S,
realises how vulnerable her position 18 and presit.lim:; im tq manry
her in order that there will be some honour to ther R. <.t1911511|p. She
holds him liable for all that went on to her' - ifixéfl}\lng ther
ler family’s name, being fasten up in her
hore ctc. She accuses him thus:

@ engagement, change of |
house and sent Jater to La

Here I am in the position of being your seeret wife, fullo ltshn‘mc. wondering

what people will say if they find out, nod heing able to hve inpeace, study

in peace ... and why?Becuuse Tam an whiot L. Now you want ?0 prolong the

situation. Why don't we et marzied” You say your family makes no
difference. Bu-l Sl vou wanl fo continne 11 this way, Be honestwithme. |
can bear anything bt this continuens fresohttion, Swarni is right. Men do

take advantaee of women! (137-13%)

Her furtive meetings with Huresh swithm the refugee ol one ol his
friend’s residence put her in vet snother difYicult situation of being
pregnant. Onthe pretext of her preparstion for her BT, Examination,
‘*.hc ‘;‘-‘hl“ 110 1"” place solely 1o speak 10 Harish, However by that
tme he Nas et Amritsar for i villoes s
Nis-can N mitsar for his village for the Mundan ceremony of
s son. Not knowing what 10 try 10 i
sonfides SR Yo, Virmati returns to her hostel,
confides 1o Swarnalatha, her friend, who in | : -
gt Lo R s S Volvee s o
gettng her foetus terminated. Her family js F R rcscuc,l
the goings-on. The news of Gangg’s ol 15 aware of nothing regarding
Virmati think about beginning her StI (lj,\.snologxcal condition makes
b TS = = S{U *S N
wish “to be a rubber do) €S once more, She doesn'’t
From here her journey NOCuvre gg they will” (85).
od beoine
CEIns and she emerges

I for others 10 ma
1o find her
.o sel
as a strong individual. fho
The act of abortion with the assistance F
Ofa

the shame and humiliati . nadm;

an excessive : "ihiation of ca 'INg an illee; _dmlrer and therefore *

i ] ; s;ne amount of stress for Virmati X Mimate baby becomes
ahore. However, POV St o & - ohe ;

e VEVer atevery stage in her Jjf, Wher_pletes her B.A in

cedom, Harish’s presence in her life in; 1Chevye, she encounters

she creates. Vimati, no doubt, is revolyg pedeg S

T select;
—_— , ~ SClections thy
her rights at eacl Ditiiiaaio

onary i ¢
e = s

‘ 1 stage of her life, gp,
- Managing her thines j
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measure a freer life, she is condemned; thanks

1 and asplres to
2 4rish whom she
‘ ¢ Virmati. I came here to be
{heir minds, organizing, p

time is spent being in love.(131)

loves.
1 free. thought | [iee, bul [ am not like these
Al They ar¢ using arlicipating in conferences,
- o politically active, while my
pettls
LcOmES jmportant for herself and needs to curb her probing for
2 . .
3He sed intimacy with him. She needs to grasp her strength and
y and profound ability. Inspite

hrough educatiol
ant to marry her. He is simply

Vi)

cear

25;6 her self—respectt h e
©  frequent requests; Harish is reluct
: chauvinist steeped 11 patriarchal rraditions. He's phoney

onvenience, has moulded his opinions regarding
social traditions 4 ally exploits Virm-ati. Luckily f01' Virmati,
deobtains posilion in a girls’ college. Pratibha Kanya Vidyalaya, at
Nahan wher¢ no one is awarc o f1 ling her past. However, Harish
llows her even (0 Nahan and far against her desires gOCS to bed
with her and becomes liable for the (crmination of her services from
ihe college. At Nahan, Vipmati makesd Wrong dcci:c,im} that’s to come'
back to a relationship hat brought her only suffermg. Whene_ve:l
Virmati speaks regarding their wedding, Jarish has .hl'S own Iia
reasons and EXCUSCS. In Delhi. on per way (0 Shan'tmlkc.ta‘l]\, s Ie
contacts the poet friend who 18 additionall - of Harist
When his friend asks him 101 her, he ¢X
med inand tortd o arybot

narry

What can 1 do? Tam hem

unfair to her- 1 know. And yet W
me, her. My children will never acceP :
inp mys¢ 0)

constraints. Surely,

Its this friend who persua
;fri?al,?i takes place in the , 7
o his home. : reachin hot
Vimati is unwelcomed I ily OBV

by 1t
e remarks of the members ©
. ~anod, Vo
ids of Gang®: ate NOW- ,
7 100 14 i marrying

O
/:S QUI (’id}' woman to the k 1 it’s
7 < i !
never have married You - al- : 10663d5 o fanily
yirmat! st " s family’
? 195)' ! - l 41’@011 1n h]., 1
{for &=, - ga, | er

Cen i
it so ¢ : i
PRIN#PRE t's0 clearly. 1t’s not faif
Nut . enigh % any place (o, GADES
utan Mahav:Argata\)lp“'e\’er she fails to s€CUI© gl pary WO e relatives
e . by e pal- ~sircle of relatt?
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Ganga, as (he First wile excreises her [ull ripht over uvova‘lm’lri;r I
e LYY

every movement is restricled by Ganga and Kishort Devi, gy, |
m-law. She finds herself as a stranger within the fanilly gy .
o S o ~ PUzzhy
dismally “whether or not this isolation would continue gy (i o
of her life” (199). i

Ganga, the [irst wile of Harish, is martied (o him oty VELY o1y
age, Her mother never wanted to send hey (o high school gy inmcm}
trained her in sensible work. Ganga enters her in<luws oy Wl
age of twelve, and tries (o prove hersell as a decenl womay (e
house, however has never been able (o be an intellectunl COmpaniy,
to her husband. She is the mother ol his youngsters, and iy anxiogy
to safeguard their gift and future. To her, wedding could b y Hon-
secular and social establishment wherever love has no imporageg al
the least. Once Harish’s wedding with Virmati, Ganga profesly inilinlly,
however her protest is weakened as days pass by.

Ganga, being illiterate and having been married in childhood, iy
devoted to her husband as a typical Hindu wilt, She believey [y
Indian wives suffer and arc rcady to regulate themselves wilhin (e
societal norms. She fecls isolated with the entry of Virmati, She iy
aware of that she should fight her own struggle. She serves him ag
personality, whereas Virmati, the second wilc is a licge for his sexual
gratification and intellectual stimulation.

Harish thinks that Ganga, his illiterate wile, mightnever prove (o
be a lover. He wails out the social incquality in thoughts, “They do
not recognizc that 1 need the companionship of an educaled, thinking
woman nor that I feel lonely and desolate among all these people
who care for me” (86). Now Harish finds an cducated and thinking
wife inVirmati. However, like a traditional wife, Virmati wants to lake
care of all the chores and responsibilities of a wilc. She doesn’t feel
complete without doing them. On the contrary, Harish treats his second
wife a companion, a company for his thoughts and academics. He
tells the same to Virmati, “You are my other sclf. Let her wash my
clothes if she feels like it. It has nothing to do with me, I don’! want
a washerwoman. I want a companion.” (201)Virmati bCCO’”Cf
pregnant, and her in-law currently takes carc of her and sho¥s
concern for her. But sadly, she suffers a miscarriage and H
sends Virmati to metropolis to try her M.A which, he i
bring her out of her depression. There she lives toget}
husband, however later it becomes troublesome for him ’(;Jj

arish

helo \\’ih

o
19

lfavid‘z’ﬁ 2y d

paihha i

@ Scanned with OKEN Scanner



arer . :
o CH fl:i{astun peli
Nutan ahavidyalped
sFLy. bist. '

" A Quest for Women's Identity 181

.D,'g}cult Daughte!

mwopo]is oftén du§ to his promoted to the position of Principal of
o, Virmati returns ofter her MLA. course and finds that her

\ Colleg )
y has been shifted to Kanpur due to communal tension.

pand’s famil
¢ the family head to their home city and Virmati gets united

Ganga an

o Harish.
Legally she becomes the second wife of Harish and once they

qift to city, she acquires the stature of wife and mother of @ female
offspring. qtill she never feels the belongingness thata fresh marriage
Ougl.lt to fio. She feels depressed and alienated. She tries t0 seek out
her identity and her freedom: ““1 feel thus totally missed, thus totally
cold. Cﬂl‘l there be any amendment in my life, I wonder?” (235).Lack
of affection and humiliation from the family makes Virmati steadfast
{o uphold her right to self-assertion through education at metropolis
and though economic independence by turning into an educator in @
college at Nahan, But in her pursuit of dentity, she loses it at each
stage and struggles to form house for herself on her own.

E\(en as a toddler, Virmati never sturi, her mother,
who is merely a home maker. Kasturi, on the other hand, desires to
groom Virmali to be one like her. Ina palriccntric family, it becomces

painful for an elder female offspring like Virmati to fancy her childhood

underneath the pressure of rcsponsibilitics: «The learning begins
1ed to walk from mother’s uterus into

reception and girls are imagil

mother’s shoes” (Choubey 387).Virmati.is consistently torm between
the two worlds- one desperate t0 upify the established and settled
and the other the alternative probing for a [reclance and socially

accountable life. AlsO she doesn’t believe organized wedding, “Early
0 education? No Professor and no love? Her soul

r sufferings increased” (50).1{nsturi isn’t given an
er mother and maybe, {hat’s why, she isn’t able to
n to her daughter, Virmati. She s least involved
her daughter: Jaideep Rishi points come in his

likes to be like Ka

marriage, and 1
revolted and he
opportunity by h
permit any optio
regarding educating
of putrinrchy. She holds those
ht her to be o And when her

aly pbecomces the voice
ttobea rebellion against her

mowing
;deal which patrie hy has 1aug
lues, she takes 1

daughter rebels agains
(Rishi, 92)

assumptions regarding the socictal
Kasturi's formal schooling days, it

own self.
evesin the patriarchal

of male superionty. During

P arphant
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GU”HCI'VM\UI lcl»l (o 0f 1 yanti and COUBIN of Virmati. Aceor
SImkunln.n,“;‘C (I' lf;)::.;u1 mt-dcvclopil'li_—ﬁ the mind for ”‘Jchm]m;{ilrln’/i
Sludy amily, wedding is for the purr;rjgzlf

(o Knsturs | s
he fami y” 4), I'or yirmal’s fam

¢ and (amily prcsligc: [Casturl ArgUCS,
| Pehnji Jid not ha

Slmkunlnll .
[ it makes jer mother
' -saboutJoh

do you (hink
ghe Jike

pard she still tre find & hughand Jor

1 o your father and gra
yiewed with contempl and disdain by her
habit she smoking, disobeying her mothe,
ag she pleascs: Her behaviour is taken into account 15
tionally docsn’t fit in the gtandards of her society.
ds on her father nor is marricd. She i gel f-sustaining
wedding. She becomes d role model for
Virmati tends to think about a Jife withoul

crs waiting 1 pel marricd cither Ay
we her daughter Ui
[ern women, butJ kno'//hf,-,,',
[ she fecls, Yoy

ye five gist
Jappy 10 b
g and mo¢
Shaku, and how b
ndfather?(54)

pleastl

ala’s hehaviour Is

Shakunt
atives due 10 her

circleof rel
and acting
manly. She addi
She neither depen
and shows no interest in
Virmati and step by step
wedding, husband and kids.
_\{irmati’s fertility is metaphorically connected
lpq OIﬁ]'t]lﬂcﬁl’i\G/ZS;fsli)ngi’v?:n[:ji Slhte h}as an abortion a’nd a miscarrigg&sv
and Harish argue over her 0 1crflaughtcr an?ldst the l’UJ‘n‘lOIJ'S. 1
o Bhatat howcszggﬁstlon that t'hcn' feale offsprive L
name‘Ida’, that 1s n,either Hi rl ma]‘l}’ HH‘I'IS]’I e '
shtc or a blank beginning’ ndu nor Muslim and that means 2
be tainted with the part]iltigo’ becaUS? he doesn’t like their dangh™
A”jmeSVirmﬂti tries t . Ofthelr A ovel
Shc‘1s censured and order (Zicla]m her autonomy and identity ho\‘vg’:’l
society, its culture and rit &d by h.er husband to be a part ! the n}o AN
;l]mt.shc isn’t given 1‘hel _uaIs.ermati looks toownd gnawing ¥ o
I ’(;;S“’lll‘o be mourned i:}”;gor]iﬂ?ce she deserves. She Iﬂ”Sﬂ.{dt’
+ Iwant my body d y means once she dies. She tcll g
onated. My eyes, mY heart.

any org
gan that
pRIN

] with the on-going
she

up with f
Lo et
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'« 4 Quest for Women's Identity 183

ays defied the family traditions; however

i has alw '
L ly, she forces 1da to be contained by them. She tries tO
ol ‘an:z,r ner restrictions. 1da questions why Virmati who herself
WPI ed the societal nonns a1l her life, seems 10 be a stern and
B> ’ ter. T hisnovel captures the complicated relationship between
g™ and daughters over d period of three generations.Initially, s
mOl];i:;pcns {o belong to <imilar sex, identifies herself with Virmati. o
],?;en 4 stage COMES when to assert her identity, she break; fgr from s
yirmati and feels alienated. H‘owcver, once she attainsh.er 111d1\~’1d}1§1 &
lf, 1da delves into the past life of her mother and realizes \.v‘hat Tt‘s y
o be 2 mother within a patriarchal society. Thus. an identification y
and fellow celing takes place between the daughterand the mother. A h N
more robust realization of her relationship with her mother descends J |
when Jda starts pealising her mother’s posilinn.hminlly Ida hates her J |
( wigh to be like hei but when she puts her feet )

mother and doesn’
into her mother's shoes,
within the patriarehal society,

Virmati is jaded with the editons and norms of the socicty. She
e socicty. She displays
It o cducation, for her right o
¢ independence. She makes
chels to liberate
an area for

then she realizes what s to bea mother

uwy <5 w w

decides to interrupt the shackles of
courapeousness 1o fipht far her 1ig
decide on her man in Jife and economi
many trics to axsert her individuality, Whenever sher
life, she fails 10 form
ominated society, the

her husband himself ’
at her wedding

herseli and aspires for o freey
]'mfﬁc” and proves to be 2 Joser. The male d
1::::;;1“}‘)‘:{:;”:\\ of her fmily and eventually
with 11‘1;'i<1: \L_‘X her failure, 10s & matter of concern th
arish scems 1o be black.

shcl}\:?iu;ir ‘uL :1;1}:\1 that .{hc maternal indifle
m‘“ionshi\\\ETLILTMLHM{W; mothcr.‘ she w.o
that \"ilm'xlli \l‘l n m:lmc‘d person .lxkc Harish. Asha Cl}aubey r.cmarks
fesult of {lc[t e Jumps N0 & blind, ble‘ak future thhflansh as a
104) 1 s o] mollhcr mlg]u~ never p'ercm\fe h-er dreams (Choubefy,

¢ docs t‘hin]«?-“ n as a radical fashionable gxrl. of_ up-to—datetlndxa_
Mructyre. 1 £s 10~p1casc hers‘elf, therebj_,r questioning the patriarchal
life y a, an informed girl, unmarried. apparently Jeads a freer

: \er mother. she is, however, 1ot free from the pain and

'J'.‘. - e 4 : 3

G Wt infested her mother: “No matier how 1 might rationalize
se ¥

¢. 1 fe ngle woman reverberate

Dlely .
} A ontha ent 1da marries Prabhakar,

Jvalaya

rence destroy’s Virmati. If
uldn’t be ainvolved in a

my existence as a sl

1
plaform™ (3). The disobed!

C
t
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sursnil to settle in her personal Jife };
. Owc

Ver

[educational | Tt
cads Lo divoree terrj )
Crribly g]mr”y'

a fellow 0 suil tos
1 pleased with him. It

she hardly wi

She confesses:
1 disastrous marriage ... [ was “O‘hi”g,husb,m ”

Of coursc, 1 made ¢ s , ’
2 .ing like a pencil notation on t ,
Il hovering p he Marging o

childless. 1 felt myse

society. (258)
ihe dictates of the male dominant 80cief

and believes in the personal ﬁ'cedon.l. She is not willing to follow the
(raditions and customs of the socicty. She hates her voice ¢, be
suppressed and believes in the persgna] ﬁ.eedom..' She always trjeg
reach that goal which her mother aimed in her life.

Virmati, being educated, makes a dt.aparture from the establisheg
path of Indian social custom and 'tradmon. Yet, paradoxically she
follows similar established norms of the Indian tradition and fingg
fulfilment and happiness in her own means. It seems that she js
neither emancipated nor confined really to the normal role expected of
her. So it will be futile to say that she fails to carve a powerful identity
for herself. There are other women, like Shakuntala, Swarnalata and
her own daughter, Ida, who demand equal opportunities and transcend
convention and that they succeed higher than she did in their parallc]
struggles for independence in their lives. As Rollason opines:

Ida refuses (0 submit to

At the centre of the narrative, we are confronted with a woman who fights
but falls by the wayside; but at its edges, as no doubt less representative but
still symbolic figures, we encounter . . .other women, whose relative success

points the way to the future. (Rollason, 3)

Shakuntala, Virmati’s first cousin and Swarnalata, her friend in Lahore
f ght for her independence and rights within the patriarchal hierarchy
type thatI'CCUI‘SiI?II:h(‘ZfI-] J'Ifo-th IS zeREselA e ol cex'talll‘fell]f:f
f:SI‘i'VastaVa, 179 The ;no :t: élgme. the emaI‘mlpated woman mlhizl;e'
18 whether or not \/jnnall'hb}osszssary queSt%On th?t must be ans¥ 6
ms herself into a ~ New Womanii: o

il e Shndhe tgnn. Inspite of her initial revolt against the family
hdagainst Harjsh, g Jorations &

keenness i Lahore. She 1, ] 1€ succumbs to his imp o
IESOTts to gel - ohe feels guilty at her fus howe
- 10 Self-deceptio by guilty at her loss of sta oo o ;
2 f 3

phun

R

* i AL

craft ng it as outmoded m .
wedding and P h]) i qyalay?
y honoUl = s navidye =’
cency OF Nutaf K\B‘is; parbha™
-
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.....

e ‘urtivC meetings with Harish with her cyes wid
§ wide open as she
dS §Ne

olutely well that there are “... myriad inst

d been weak o wronged” (129) stances where

< . .

‘ 1 she dares to Cross watida

Though . wher ss one patriarchal threshold, she is fast

qto newer Ones wherever her person is restrained and c’:vcryw} ‘
ust, comproti ) e t?? ere

, compromise and adapt”(236). She might have put

33, {
ghe has 1© ad
ce heran ]
1gst she was going to be her own mistress

yer foot down 10 Vol
and relate to him with dignity, however she doesn’t. The time Virmati
’ Irmati

gends 5 2 head of a girls’ college in Nahan is the most satisfyi
(ime in her Jif c. She could be a competent teacher and her pe fa Is y 5
gets her merited respect. There she has no family to S']lt- ffomhmce o
responsibilities 10 fulfil. She lives in a house of her 0\;1;?\3,1'1?11;'6“12

Z

conlcnlmcnl. Thu's in Virmati, one can see a new woman who 1s
aware, introspective, and cducated. To some extent she becomes
conventions. Nonetheless she lacks

self-made in defying the social
g-sightedness that stop her in reaching

confidence, self-control and Jon
her goa she is ver i
mgui .l. :3111 ‘hhb is very emotional and obsessed with Harish. This
r,}| lS in her inability fo Lo against |arish.Nahal justly says: “. she
{ S N > » ( ‘ i

g o inferrupt the dependence syndrome” (Nahal, 17)

Seema Malik arpues that Vir e defi ;

a Malik argues that Virmati's defiance and rebellion leads to

AT abs

felt she h

alicnation. She calls her a loser:
tion to assert
hat does she
vn family
G

all

Virmati defies societal expecta
self-fulfilment. But w
alienate her from her ov
Lich she had been striving

?x':hpplxng patriarchal norms,
1 iduali

rindividuality and hopes 10 achicve
a loser whose acts totally

really get? She is
herself for wi

and she fails to create a space for
along. (Malik, 175)

and struggles to
jous angle takes back

5 sexual oppression-
umbs to the whims and
rms that, which even

fancj
thei;lsllof}laliisll.LO\re, in Virmati’ o, vhich
to e afst_pa_mcemric traditions couldn’t do- The ]adyl who has rf; gls;r
Clect; raid in the name of family honour, t0 marry @ pcrson‘ of th
1on, currently doesn’t move he he permission
s herself willing h ‘Swan?alata
Jc howeVver checks hcrs?H. She is not
Throughout their nppc_al and
Harish who didn’t wish her

she loses it at cach stage

1er OWIL Her rebell
Harish

In her -
r;nhcl quest of ldentity,
Shn“ a space for herself on 1

ges when it should be strong to refute

de] y
y she becomes submissive and succ
s case, perfo

r fing ,
to hitc

aris
Withip, :}h' AI onc stage she find
1e mde .
NCEPALSUW “Would I)Cllf1011ge struggle N6
Harish like it?” (232)-

AaYAS
2 after (e : :
1ter the wedding, 117S contl

nuous] y

putan rhahavidy
grEitt Mist > prihant
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-« or that. That Virmati might additiqn.ally wish to lty 1o g,
o try lhlS‘ol the d bstain from doing something becomeg A matte,
certain things an { h; r. All that she cates for the world ig ¢, be
of no imporl.anc’63 0 S‘ by step unwillingly thoughVinnati o
“worlhy of him.” (237) Step by : bt
-individuality. Harish 1s aware of a way > bring Pheres g b
\\t?é\l\tlsdll\;vb terribly confident “She might protest, but ultlmately she
had to do as he said” (244). _ - -ations b :
Virmali differs from the women of older %611613 lons by dCCIarling
her right as a daughter, a w1fe and a mother. In her love for Harish
she contains a constant probing for self-autonomy thev er her hyy
for freedom is otherwise proved t(? be s.elf-decep‘twe, .fearful and
empty (Nayak, 163).The dreams of liberation tl?at Virmati has dregpy
and fought for still elude her. At the top of her journey, she finds thyt
she continues to be dumb and mute and she continues to be e
to follow and never to guide. All her efforts in this directiop
awry, merely an exercise in usclessness. On the te
her wedding she realises, “She would walk ¢ ght-lipped, mute, on the
path her destiny had carved out for her” (196).Even her education
becomes a malter of Harish’s convenience. Once he desires her by
his facet, she doesn’t think about education but when Harish thinks

that she should bursue studies she accepts it without raising her
. 1as become a puppet in his hands, Vandita
ajustly argues: ‘

Xpected
become
rribly first day of

voice. Unwittingly she |
Mishy

I\:}lpur Never permitg Virmati any assertion of power or freedom. Because
:;?:g;;ﬁfpb\:;;\; free from Oldwpri_sons, she is locked into neWer 0Ies. Her
10m 4 loyelocs arerprcifcssnr, .1or m:.;ta_nc_e, while it does provide an escape
offering ol . need marriage; it g itself furtive and claustrophobic,

- Pess behind curtained windows. Even year
orking alone dq nOt give her the confidence to smke’
an 8rOW. She hoverg uncertainly at the edge of each %Y
Evcntually, NG, lest the

ar.
professor : y ind her 1€
Marrigpe (o 4 should call and not fi

she mug; f; ¢ Man of hey choi
) lS 9 s <,
‘F"”hekitc} oo _l‘b’ht Social ogty
299 njug

) . ither, AS
ce 18 no triumph uthe”c(e
acism outside the house, and co%

albed with o3 ignrippin
edwith Ganga, the firg wife, inside 1t U\w

Vo
el el
(e \\’t‘\"‘)‘\"
Nutan i L

Y, Chy :
> CNAramy g
1 n]' iry cC HT} Ln.l 1 \J\Icul

et 1007
ap ffist
. i Shkd
oMMy, S her admiration and Ibs@&ﬁlfhcr
0O fight ey battle to claim hchquhc
N i P
= though she does not succeed 57
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